
Freebie Directions
Printing and Preparation

Print each poster on card stock and laminate for durability.

Display and Use
Post the rules on a classroom wall, or keep the set in a flip chart or
three ring binder in the small group area. Introduce one poster at a
time as each rule is taught, and keep it visible for review throughout the
year. Return to earlier posters often so students connect new rules to
the ones they already know.



Cat /K i te  Ru l eCat /K i te  Ru l eCat /K i te  Ru l e
Use c to spell /k/ before a, o, or u.
Use k to spell /k/ before e or i.



C l o sed  Sy l l a b l eC l o sed  Sy l l a b l eC l o sed  Sy l l a b l e
A closed syllable has one short vowel
closed in by a consonant.

hi dno t



Open  Sy l l a b l eOpen  Sy l l a b l eOpen  Sy l l a b l e
An open syllable has a long vowel that
does not have a consonant after it. 

hino



If a word has one syllable and one short vowel
sound and ends with /s/, /f/, /l/, or /z/, the final
consonant is doubled and spelled -ss, -ff, -ll, or -zz.

1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :
- s s ,  - ff,  - l l ,  - z z- s s ,  - ff,  - l l ,  - z z

1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :
- s s ,  - ff,  - l l ,  - z z

kisskisskiss

bellbellbell
jazzjazzjazz

puffpuffpuff



If a word has one syllable and
one short vowel sound and ends
with /k/, it will be spelled with 
-ck.

1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - c k1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - c k1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - c k

duckduckduck

rockrockrock



If a word has one syllable and
one short vowel sound and ends
with /ch/, it will be spelled with
-tch.

1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - tc h1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - tc h1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - tc h

fetchfetchfetch

matchmatchmatch



If a word has one syllable and
one short vowel sound and ends
with /j/, it will be spelled with -
dge.

1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - dge1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - dge1 - 1 - 1  R u l e :  - dge

ffudgeudgefudge

bridgebridgebridge



The e jumps over one consonant to
make a vowel say its name: a-e /ā/,
e-e /ē/, i-e /ī/, o-e /ō/, u-e /yōō/ or
/ōō/, and y-e /ī/.

Mag i c  EMag i c  EMag i c  E

pancakepancakepancake

bikebikebike

cubecubecube

athleteathleteathlete

roberoberobe



Suff i x  - edSuff i x  - edSuff i x  - ed
When a base word ends in d or t, -ed says /ĭd/.
When a base word ends in a voiced sound, -ed
says /d/. 
When a base word ends in a voiceless sound,
-ed says /t/.

foldedfoldedfolded soaredsoaredsoared crashedcrashedcrashed



Suff i x  - s / -e sSuff i x  - s / -e sSuff i x  - s / -e s
Suffix -s says /s/ when the base word ends in a voiceless sound.
Suffix -s says /z/ when the base word ends in a voiced sound.
Suffix -es says /ĭz/ and comes after a base word that ends
with /ch/, /j/, /s/, /sh/, /z/, or the letter x.

catscatscats

boxesboxesboxes

dogsdogsdogs



Soft  C  &  GSoft  C  &  GSoft  C  &  G
The letter c spells /s/ and the
letter g spells /j/ when they
come before e, i, or y.

giraffegiraffegiraffe
citycitycity
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